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The 5e’s 

 Engage 
 Explore 
 Explain 
 Extend 
 Evaluate 

 The 5e model was originally proposed by the BSCS (Biological 
Science Curriculum Study) 



  
 

   
  

An Example of a 5e Lesson 

 Title: Why was Hitler chosen to lead Germany? 
 Summary: In this lesson students will explore the reasons why 

people in post-World War I Germany chose Hitler to "fix" 
their economic problems and recover lost German pride from the 
Treaty of Versailles. 



 

 
   
 

 

 

Phase #1: ENGAGE 

 Purpose: to peak student 
interest and get them personally 
involved in the lesson 

 Access prior knowledge 
 Generates curiosity 
 Gets students to ask the WHY 

questions 
 Motivates students to learn 
 Gets students attention 



country do not have the money they need for survival? What 

     
 

 
 

  
    
   

     
     

     
 

Engage Example 



Journal Prompt: 

“Happiness is not the mere 
joy of achievement.” -President Franklin Delano Roosevelt . 

possession of money; it lies in the 

(1) What is Roosevelt saying in his quote? 
(2) Do you agree with him? Why or why not? 
(3) Is money necessary for happiness? 
(4) What happens when a large group of people in a place 
are lacking the money they need for survival? Explain your 
opinion through an example. 
(5) What should a government do if the people in their 

does the US government do to help people lacking money for 
survival? Explain your response in your own words. 



 
     
 

   
  

Engage continued … 
 Class discussion on journal responses 
 Students recall German reaction to the Treaty of Versailles 
 Teacher asks: What can the German government do to 

solve its problems? 
 Students generate discussion and conclude the government 

should just print more money 



 

  
   

   

 
  

 
 

Phase #2: EXPLORE 

 Purpose: to get students involved 
in the topic; providing them with 
a chance to find the solution for 
themselves 

 Students work together 
 Students must make their own decisions 
 Students generate questions and ideas 

while within the situation or problem. 



  
  

 

Explore Example 

Family Occupation: 
Weekly 

Salary: Savings: 

Factory Worker 3000 marks 1500 marks 

Farmer 2500 marks 3000 marks 

Store Clerk 2200 marks 1600 marks 

Government Employee 3500 marks 2000 marks 

Business Executive 5000 marks 4000 marks 

 Weimar Republic 
Simulation 

 Students are placed into 
“family groups” assigned 
an occupation 



  
 

  

  
 

 

Explore Example continued 

 Students are then asked 
to determine how much 
of each of the following 
products their family will 
need on a weekly basis 
by completing the chart. 

Food Item: Amount Needed Each Week: 

Bread (loaves) 

Milk (gallons) 

Cheese (pounds) 

Meat (pounds) 

Butter (pounds) 

Eggs (dozen) 

Potatoes (dozen) 

Cookies (dozen) 



Week #1: 

Item: Amount: Cost: 
Bread per loaf 150 
Milk per gallon 200 

Cheese per pound 250 
Meat per pound 225 

Butter per pound 175 
Eggs per dozen 125 

Potatoes per dozen 50 
Cookies per dozen 200 



Week #2 

Item: Amount: Cost: 
Bread per loaf 350 
Milk per gallon 400 

Cheese per pound 400 
Meat per pound 500 

Butter per pound 400 
Eggs per dozen 325 

Potatoes per dozen 250 
Cookies per dozen 400 



Week #3: 

Item: Amount: Cost: 
Bread per loaf 750 
Milk per gallon 800 

Cheese per pound 800 
Meat per pound 900 

Butter per pound 850 
Eggs per dozen 750 

Potatoes per dozen 650 
Cookies per dozen 800 



Week #4: 

Item: Amount: Cost: 
Bread per loaf 1750 
Milk per gallon 1800 

Cheese per pound 1900 
Meat per pound 1950 

Butter per pound 1800 
Eggs per dozen 1550 

Potatoes per dozen 1650 
Cookies per dozen 1950 



    
  

    
    

  
    

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
 

Explore Example continued 
 The simulation then goes through a 4 week period. 

Each week the prices of food change according to the 
chart. Students quickly realize that by week four they 
can no longer afford the food they need to survive. 

Item: Amount: 
Cost 
Week 
#1 

Cost 
Week 
#2 

Cost 
Week 
#3 

Cost 
Week 
#4 

Bread per loaf 150 350 750 1750 

Milk 
per

gallon 200 400 800 1800 

Cheese 
per
pound 250 400 800 1900 

Meat 
per
pound 225 500 900 1950 

Butter 
per
pound 175 400 850 1800 

Eggs 
per
dozen 125 325 750 1550 

Potatoes 
per
dozen 50 250 650 1650 

Cookies 
per
dozen 200 400 800 1950 



 

  
    

   

 

 
 
 

Phase #3: EXPLAIN 

 Purpose: students are given a 
chance to take what they have 
learned so far and figure out 
what it means. 

 Students are asked to explain their 
experiences 

 Class discussion is held 
 More questions are generated 
 New definitions are explored 



   
 

   
   

   
    

   
  
 

  
  

 

Explain Example 
 Students reflect upon their simulation

experience with their “families”: 
 What changes in grocery purchases 

did your family make over the four
week period? 

 How did these grocery changes
affect how you were able to live 
your life? 

 What things might you do to
change the situation that your
family is in currently? 

 Class Discussion: How do people in a 
democracy exercise their discontent
and make change? 



 

   
   

 
 

  

  
 

Phase #4: EXTEND 

 Purpose: to allow students to use 
their new knowledge and continue 
to explore its implications 

 Students apply knowledge to other 
situations 

 Students consider the effects of their 
knowledge 

 Students apply to their own world 
 Students relate to other concepts 
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Extend Example 

 In their family groups Pro Weimar Republic: 

Strengths: Weaknesses: 

Communist Party: 

Strengths: Weaknesses: 

Nazi Party: 

Strengths: Weaknesses: 

students debate the three 
major political parties of 
the 1932 German 
election (democratic, 
communist, Nazi) and 
conclude which they 
would vote for based on 
their experiences thus 
far. 



 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

   
             

             
      
    
          
           

  
 

 
 

            
             

  
    

 
     

 
    
    

  
 

 
 

    
  
       
 

 
    
  
      

  
  
  
       

There were three main parties running for President in Germany representing the three main 
political parties.  Below is a detailed description of the three party platforms. 

Pro-Weimar Republic Platform (democratic): 
This party wishes to maintain the Republic and to allow Germany to take its place among the free 
governments of Europe. 

1. We support the present German Republic so that freedom, democracy, and justice will live in the 
hearts of our German countrymen. 

2. We will honor all of Germany’s obligations (including money owed from World War I) so that 

Germany’s honor and respect will not be decreased in the eyes of the rest of the world. 
3. We plan to create more jobs through public work projects (ex: building more parks, etc) 
4. We will establish unemployment payments for those without a job for 6 months 
5. We will cut government spending in order to lower taxes. 
6. We believe that any who disagrees with us should have the right to express those disagreements 

(freedom of speech.) 

Communist Party Platform: 
We are committed to the overthrow of the presently existing, oppressive Republic and all of its economic 

Extend Example continued 
The Germ an El

 

ection  of 1932  
By 1932 the German economy was in ruins.  They were no longer receiving aid 
money from the United States and the government’s solution of printing extra 
money had done nothing but cause massive inflation.  For example, many
Germans were choosing to use their money as fuel for their furnaces to heat 
their homes because it was simply worthless. The German unemployment rate 
was extremely high and many Germans were unemployed. This was the atmosphere
that the German people went with to the voting booth in 1932. The voter 
turnout was extremely high – 84% of eligible voters cast their vote in this 
election. 

and social institutions. (In other words, we want to overthrow the government). The party favors: 
1. We want to get rid of all private property 
2. We want the government to take over all of the land in the country and then use it for the common 

good of everyone. 
3. We want all factories to be owned by the government so that they can be run for the benefit of all 

people. 
4. We want to build an alliance with the Soviet Union and unite against capitalism. 
5. We believe that the cause of all German problems is the fact that the French, British, and American 

capitalists are using the Germans in order to get rich themselves. 

Nazi Party Platform: 
We demand the following for Germany: 

1. We want to immediately get rid of the Treaty of Versailles 
2. We want additional land and territory (colonies) for our growing German population 
3. We want German blood to be required for German citizenship.  No Jew can be a member of the 

nation. 
4. Non-citizens can live in Germany only as foreigners. 
5. Only citizens can have the right to vote or hold public office 
6. It is the government’s job to provide citizens with an opportunity to support their families.  If it is 

impossible to do this then all foreigners must be kicked out of the country. 
7. No additional foreigners shall be allowed into the country after August 2, 1941. 
8. The education system must be completely redone to teach citizenship. 
9. All newspapers must be published in German and owned by German citizens. 



 

   
  

  

Phase #5: EVALUATE 

 Purpose: both students and teachers determine 
how much learning and understanding has taken 
place. 

 Self-assessment 
 Teacher observation 
 Ability to apply to other topics 
 Performance Assessment 
 Portfolio 
 Rubrics 



  

   

 

 
    
   

 
     
   

   
   

Evaluate Example 
 Class Discussion: Why is voting in a 

democracy important? 
 Only 55% of eligible voters voted in the US 

in 2004 
 How does that compare to with Germany in 

1932? 

 Personal written reflection: 
 What is the power of the vote? 
 What effects can voter power have on the 

state of the country? 
 Why do you think people choose not to vote 

in the United States today? 
 Should something be done about the lack of 

voter participation?  Why or why not? 



   
     

 
 

Evaluate Example continued 
 Students then compose a short speech on why 

people should or should not vote in a democracy – 
citing history as an example. 

 “Why Vote” Speech Rubric: 



 
 

 
 

 
     

 
 

     

      

     

     

     

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 
    

      

      

      

  
 
 
 
 

 
    

      

      

   

 
 
 
 

 
    

Evaluate Example continued 

 Students then get a 
chance to evaluate the 
lesson themselves. 

Lesson Evaluation: Why was Hitler chosen to lead Germany? 

Class Environment: 
1. Was the classroom a good place for learning? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

Course Content: 
2. Did you know what you were supposed to learn? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

3. Do you feel you learned what you wanted? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

4. Was the lesson done in a way you could understand? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

5. Does what you learned have to do with the class? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

6. Did you feel like there was something left out? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

If so, what? 

7. How could the lesson be improved to help you learn? 

Presentation: 
8. Did the teacher know the information in the lesson? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

9. Was the material explained clearly? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

10. Did the teacher answer your questions? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

11. Did the lesson move too fast for you? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

12. Any other comments about the teacher? 

Lesson Activities: 
13. Did the activities in the lesson help your learning? 1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

14. Was the purpose of the budget activity clear? 

15. Were the instructions for the activity clear? 

1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

1  2  3  4  5  n/a 

16. How can the activities in the lesson be improved? 

General: 
17. Please provide any additional comments that you might have below.  



From Modeler: 



 For More Information 
 The IISME 5e Community website! 

 http://iisme.5ecommunity.org/ 

http://iisme.5ecommunity.org/
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